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The joyful story of a young girl who dances to her own drumbeat, and in doing so teaches others
about the richness of diversity.

From School Library JournalGrade 1-3-"To spunky little kids everywhere," the dedication states,
and it is an apt sentiment. Young Suki indeed fits that description. On her first day of first grade,
she chooses to wear her beloved Japanese kimono to school, despite the objections of her
older sisters and the initial laughter of other children on the playground. Fortunately for Suki, for
whom the kimono brings back fond memories of her grandmother's visit over the summer, her
day ends in triumph, with her teacher and classmates won over by her impromptu dance
performance. Overall, this is an appealing story of courage and independence. Delicate, playful
watercolor-and-ink illustrations perfectly capture the child's neighborhood and the characters'
facial expressions; scenes of a Japanese summer festival are a particular delight. The handful of
Japanese words scattered throughout the text are briefly defined at the beginning of the story,
resulting in a smooth telling that seamlessly integrates the unfamiliar terms.Sue Morgan, Tom
Kitayama Elementary School, Union City, CACopyright © Reed Business Information, a division
of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This text refers to the hardcover edition.From
BooklistK-Gr. 3. Instead of wearing something new or "cool" on her first day of school, Suki
wears the kimono that reminds her of days with her grandmother. Her two older sisters pretend
they know don't her, but Suki makes a new friend who accepts her "funny" clothes. In the
classroom, the effervescent Suki demonstrates Japanese dance to the class and receives a
warm ovation, and the wry final page celebrates the value of being different. Sister-in-spirit to
Kevin Henkes' Lily, Suki is a lively, irrepressible girl, who gives new charm to a familiar story line.
The succinct narrative includes Japanese words that are easily understood in context.
Watercolor illustrations reveal that Suki's new teacher, Mrs. Paggio, also has a flair for distinctive
fashion. A fine choice for multicultural units as well as youngsters dealing with differences. Suki's
story will appeal to other independent-thinking girls as well. Linda PerkinsCopyright © American
Library Association. All rights reserved --This text refers to the hardcover edition.ReviewA
wonderful story about being yourself, with the added bonus of teaching readers a little about
Japanese culture. (Kirkus Reviews)Uegaki’s first picture book is a joyful tribute to a little girl’s
inner and outer sense of style. Uegaki conveys Suki’s determination to honour her grandmother
and remember a favourite day with language as colourful as the all-important kimono. Suki’s
Kimono successfully achieves that delicate balance between plot, language, illustration, and
design that is so critical when creating memorable picture books. (Quill & Quire Starred Review)
--This text refers to the hardcover edition.About the AuthorChieri Uegaki is a graduate of the
creative writing department at the University of British Columbia. Suki's Kimono is her first



published work. She lives in Sechelt, British Columbia.Stéphane Jorisch?s work has won many
awards, including three Governor General?s Awards for Illustration. He lives in Montreal,
Quebec. --This text refers to the hardcover edition.Read more
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Kelly Warren, “great story. Love the story and illustrations. We use this book in my elementary art
class when discussing Asian cultures. I love Suki's attitude!”

Maggie Stiehl, “A happy story. I liked this book because it has a happy ending. I recommend this
book to my friends.  Suki is a good name!”

The book by Chieri Uegaki has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 6 people have provided feedback.
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